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IN THE CLAIMS 



> tease 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



r iflim ] (Oripinciiy A cprppninp mptlioH comp r ising the S tep ,S of^ 

cutting off two corners facing each other of square cells on^quare grid to form non- 
regular hexagonal cells; 

combining plural of said hexagonal cells inkf one combined single halftone cell; and 
setting threshold values for respectiv^grids of said single halftone cell to express a 
halftone. 




Claim 2 (Currently Amended): A screening method as defined in claim 1, further 
comprising the step of: 

combining plural /ingle halftone cells arranged on said square grid without any gaps 
therebetween; and 

wherein a distance between respective threshold value setting start pixels in adjacent 
adjacent grids to bp start e d to s e t th e threshold valu e s for th e halftone cells is made as equal 
. as possible. 



Claim/? (Original): A screening method as defined in claim 1, 
wherein in said setting step the set threshold values for each of said respective plural 
hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 



jflaim 4 (Original): A screening method as defined in claim 2, 
/herein in said setting step the set threshold values for each of said/respective plural 



hexagonalx^fis constructing said singfe4*alftone cell are not the samj 
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Ctei m 5 (Original) ; A sc r eening method comprising llie s teps ofT 
cutting off two corners facing each other of square cells oji-tfsquare grid to form non- 
regular hexagonal cells; 

combining plural of said hexagonal cells info a combined single halftone cell; and 
setting respective different thresho^values for respective grids of said single halftone 
cell to express a halftone. 

Claim 6 (Currently Apiended): A screening method as defined in claim 5, further 
comprising the step of: 

combining plurjd single halftone cells arranged on said square grid without any gaps 
therebetween; and 

wherein a distance between adjac e nt grids to b e start e d to s e t th e thr e shold valu e s for 
the respective threshold value setting start pixels in adjacent halftone cells is made as equal as 
possible. 

ClairtV 7 (Original): A screening method as defined in claim 5, 
wherein in the setting step the set threshold values for each of said respective plural 
hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A screening method as defined in claim 6, 
wherein in the setting step the set threshold values for each of said respective plural 
hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not th e not the same. 

laim 9X&3frently Amended): A screening metKtJd-comprising the steps of: 
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two comers racing each other of square cells on a square grid to foim^*on- 
regular hexagonal cells; 

combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a combined singte^halftone cell; and 
dividing an interior of each of said respective hexagonal^e^lls to form respective sub- 
matrices. 

Claim 10 (Original): A screening meth<Ki as defined in claim 9, 
wherein in said dividing step each/sub-matrix is employed for an auxiliary dot. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): A screening method as defined in claim 9, 

wherein said sub-matrices in said hexagonal cells are not all of a same shape. 

^ Claim 12 (Original): A screening method as defined in claim 10, 

wherein said^sub-matrices in said hexagonal cells are not all of a same shape. 

Claim 13 (Original): A screening apparatus comprising: 

hexagonal cell forming means for cutting off two corners facing each other of square 
cells on a isquare grid to form non-regular hexagonal cells; 

ialftone cell forming means for combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a 
combined single halftone cell; and 

threshold value setting means for setting threshold values for respective grids of said 
single halftone cell to express a halftone. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A screening apparatus as defined in claim 13, further 
nngi- 
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wit 



- means fui luxubimiig plma i ot said halftone cells arranged on said square grid 
any gaps therebetween; and 

wherein a distance between adjac e nt grids to bo Gtartodjo^et the threshold valu e s for 
the respective threshold value setting start pixels in ad f ia6ent halftone cells is made as equal as 
possible. 



Claim 15 (Original): A serening apparatus as defined in claim 13, 



wherein in the threshold value setting means the set threshold values for each of said 
respective plural hexago/fal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 




Claim 16/(Original): A screening apparatus as defined in claim 14, 
wher^m in the threshold value setting means the set threshold values for each of said 
respective plural hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 



Claim 17 (Original): A screening apparatus comprising: 

hexagonal cell forming means for cutting off two corners facing each other of square 
cell£ on a square grid to form non-regular hexagonal cells; 

halftone cell forming means for combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a 
combined single halftone cell; and 

threshold values setting means for setting respective different threshold values to the 
respective grids of said single halftone cell to express a halftone. 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended): A screening apparatus as defined in claim 17, further 
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means fO f ftpmhing plurfll Of PAH b™ ]f t™<* ^ 11c ^rrQng^H An gaiH gqinrn griH i^tfirmt 

any gaps therebetween; and 

wherein a distance between adjacent grids to be start e d to s e ^f e threshold valu e s for 
the respective threshold value setting start pixels in adjacent h alftone cells is made as equal as 
possible. 

\ Claim 19 (Original): A screening apparatus as defined in claim 17, 

wherein in the threshold value setting means the set threshold values for each of said 
respective plural hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 



Claim 20 (Original)/ A screening apparatus as defined in claim 18, 
wherein in the threshold value setting means the set threshold values for each of said 
/ respective plural hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 

Claim 21 /Currently Amended): A screening apparatus comprising: 

hexagorial cell forming means for cutting off two comers facing each other of square 
cells on a squatre grid to form non-regular hexagonal cells; 

halftone cell forming means for combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a 
combined single halftone cell; and 

sup-matrix forming means for dividing an interior of each of said respective 
hexagonal cells to form sub-matrices. 

:iaim 22 (Original): A screening ap^atus as defined in claim 21, wherein each sub- 
matri^fs employed for j 
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flmryr^WXlriginal); A screening apparatus as defj nfd ^ rlaim-M^^T^^ — " 

wherein said sub-matrices in said hexagonal cells are not^Hof a same shape. 

Claim 24 (Original): A screening apparajrfs as defined in claim 22, 
wherein said sub-matrices in said hexagonal cells are not all of a same shape. 

Claim 25 (Original): A screening method comprising the steps of: 
cutting off two corners facing each other of square cells on a square grid to form non- 
regular hexagonal cells; and 

combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a combined single halftone cell. 

Claim 26 ^Original): A screening apparatus comprising: 

hexagonal cell forming means for cutting off two corners facing each other of square 
cells on a square grid to form non-regular hexagonal cells; and 

halftone cell forming means for combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a 
combined single halftone cell. 

Claim 27 (New): A screening method comprising the steps of: 

cutting off two corners facing each other of square cells on a square grid to form non- 
regulan hexagonal cells; 

/ combining plural of said hexagonal cells into one combined single halftone cell; 
/ setting threshold values for respective grids of said single halftone cell to express a 
halftone; i 

/ combining plural single halftone cells arranged on said square grid without any gaps 
therebetw§en*-and — 
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-Wherein respective threshold value Setting start pixels in adjacent halftone cells, 
not aligned in either horizontal or vertical directions. 

Claim 28 (New): A screening method as defined kntfaim 27, 
wherein in said setting step the set threshold^alues for each of said respective plural 
hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 



GO 



\ 




Claim 29 (New): A screenh*g method comprising the steps of: 

cutting off two corners facing each other of square cells on a square grid to form non- 
regular hexagonal cells; 

combining plural 6f said hexagonal cells into a combined single halftone cell; 
setting respective different threshold values for respective grids of said single halftone 
^ cell to express a halftone; 

combiningyplural single halftone cells arranged on said square grid without any gaps 
therebetween; 

wherein Respective threshold value setting start pixels in adjacent halftone cells are 
not aligned in tfither horizontal or vertical directions. 



Claim 30 (New): A screening method as defined in claim 29, 
wherein in the setting step the set threshold values for each of said respective plural 
hexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 

Claip 31 (New): A screening apparatus comprising: 

hexigongl^U-fiarming means for cutting off two corners/facing each other of square 
cells on a^quare grid to form noiwbgiilar hexagonal cell§^ 
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^iratttone cell forming means tor combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a^ 
combined single halftone cell; 

threshold value setting means for setting threshold valugs^for respective grids of said 
single halftone cell to express a halftone; 

means for combining plural of said half^fie cells arranged on said square grid without 
any gaps therebetween; and 

wherein respective thresholdXalue setting start pixels in adjacent halftone cells are 
not aligned in either horizontal jot vertical directions. 



Claim 32 (New): A screening apparatus as defined in claim 31, 
wherein in me threshold value setting means the set threshold values for each of said 
respective plural4iexagonal cells constructing said single halftone cell are not the same. 



Claim 33 (New): A screening apparatus comprising: 
sxagonal cell forming means for cutting off two corners facing each other of square 
cells orf a square grid to form non-regular hexagonal cells; 

halftone cell forming means for combining plural of said hexagonal cells into a 
combined single halftone cell; 

threshold values setting means for setting respective different threshold values to the 
respective grids of said single halftone cell to express a halftone; 

means for combing plural of said halftone cells arranged on said square grid without 
anjf gaps therebetween; and 

wherein respective threshold value setting start^ixels in adjacent halftone cells are 
not alfgned in either horizotrtaLQr vertical direglkms. 
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'Claim J4 ^N cw): A ucnuiiiig appai atus asdg; 





aim 337 



y wherein in thejhreshekf^ setting means the set threshold values for each of said 

jaetifie^same. 



respective^iural 



ronstnirTltrr^rm^singlp halffapg sell are. 
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